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James H. Keppel, has a long and distinguished career as a lead prosecutor and
criminal trial expert before he was appointed to the bench in 1996. Upon receiving his law
degree from the University of Arizona School of Law, he worked for a short time as a
private lawyer. In the mid-1960s, he served as a city prosecutor in Tempe and Scottsdale
and as a Deputy County Public Defender for Maricopa County. In 1969, he embarked on
what was to become a notable and productive career as a prosecutor with the Maricopa
County AttorneyZs Office. Over the years, he rose from trial lawyer in the Organized Crime
Bureau to become Bureau Chief. In 1989, he became the Chief Deputy County Attorney,
the top appointed leadership position in the office. As Chief Deputy, Keppel was the
principal prosector in the AZScam political corruption case that led to convictions of
several state legislators. Upon his appointment to the bench, Judge Keppel initially
handled Family Court cases but was quickly moved to the Criminal Department, where
his expertise lies.

KeppelZs competency as a prosecutor has won him the admiration of many law enforcement officials and
criminal law professionals. Twice he was named Prosecutor of the Year in Maricopa County and in 1991 was
named the State Prosecutor of the Year. He has received the U.S. Department of Justice Public Service Award,
the Arizona Narcotics Officers Association Service Award and the Maricopa County SheriffZs Office Service Award.
Judge Keppel is also an active member of the State Bar and numerous court improvement committees. 


